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C edar City was settled in
November 1851 by 36 men sent
by Brigham Young to establish

iron manufacturing in southern Utah. 
The settlers camped near a knoll

off what is now North Main Street in
Cedar City. They originally lived out of 
their wagon boxes, but soon enclosed a
fort nearby (referred to by Morris and
Kathryn Shirts as the “Compact Fort”
in their book, A Trial Furnace). Logs
were cut nearby and used to construct
homes inside the fort.

The Shirts’ book documents 67 men
and 27 women living and working in
Cedar City by the end of December
1851.

Brigham Young visited Iron County
in May 1852. His message for the iron
workers of Cedar City included
“the fullest expectation
that you will bend your
united and untiring 
Efforts to this purpose
[manufacturing iron]
with the fullest
assurance that but a
few weeks shall roll
around before the 
cheering intelligence
will salute our Ears, –
‘send your orders – we
are prepared to fill them.
The Iron is piled up in our
houses and in our streets –
send your teams and carry it away

However, building an iron man
facturing operation in the frontier
West proved to be complicated.
Partially successful results would
require more time than the few
weeks optimistically hoped for by
Brigham Young.

President Young also recogniz
that the “Compact Fort” was
in a vulnerable position, and
that an enemy gathered on
the nearby knoll could have
some strategic advantages
in a potential attack. He told
the settlers to move their
homes and build another fort
in a new location across Coal
Creek and to the southwest 
(referred to as “Plat A” in the
Shirts’ book). This location
later proved to be prone to
flooding, and in a few years,
settlers ended up moving
their homes once again.

In May 1852, a stake was

organized for Parowan and Cedar
City. John C. L. Smith was the stake 
president, with John Steele appointed 
1st Counselor and Henry Lunt as 2nd 
Counselor.

On October 17, 1852, Brigham Young
wrote: “The iron manufacturing will
receive a new impetus. Franklin D. 
Richards and Erastus Snow, having
formed a company, will make it their 
business. The brethren furnished 
a specimen at conference which,
although showing the result of faithful 
efforts, was not as good as could be
desired. The sulfur in the coal, they
say, is the reason, as it flowed freely 
and seemed to separate. It is strongly 
hoped that their continued efforts will
be crowned with success.”

Erastus Snow and Franklin Richards
visited Cedar City as agents of the
Deseret Iron Company and purchased

the iron works on Coal Creek.
Investments in the company 

had been made by several
individuals in Great

Britain. Several local 
iron workers also 
subscribed to stock 
in the company.

In a letter to the

Deseret News, Erastus Snow wrote:
“Considerable excitement prevailed
through the County, on the subject of 
iron at the time of our arrival, much 
heightened by the arrival of those
whom we had recently sent there who
had been operators in the Iron busi-
ness in Wales and in Pennsylvania.”

As 1852 drew to a close, time was
taken to celebrate Christmas. From
the diary of Henry Lunt, we gain a few
insights into some Christmas celebra-
tions in Cedar City in 1852.

For December 23, Lunt writes:
“Tremendous stormy night of wind,

rain and snow from the south, snow 
on the ground about 4 inches. Br. John
Hamilton and George Shirts came with 
a carriage and pair of horses for me
and wife and a few others for to go to a
party at Br Hamilton’s.” His home was
located at Shirts’ settlement, present 
day Hamilton Fort.

Lunt continues: “Myself, Wife,
James, Mary and Ann Chatterley went
with them, got to Br. Hamilton’s about
5 o’clock P.M. It was very cold, and
the Mountains looked most beautiful
and sublime all white over with snow. 
Enjoyed a most excellent supper, after-
wards enjoyed ourselves in dancing
and talking, and speaking on principle.
The party consisted merely of us, and 
Br. & Sister Shirts. Snowed and stormed 
all night. Very strong south wind.”

For Friday, December 24, Lunt 
records: “Very sharp frost, snow on the
ground at Shirts’ settlement 3 inches,
drifted in some places 2 feet deep.  . . .
Br.’s George Shirts and John Hamilton
brought us back in his carriage, arrived
home about Eleven o’clock.  Went up
to the Iron works.  Attended the dinner 
party in the School house at 3 o’clock 
P.M. [A] very excellent dinner was
provided and about 60 feasted thereof,
and perfect order was kept.

“After dinner was over there was 
an intermission until about ½ past five
P.M. when the guests again assembled 
together in the school house and after 
singing and prayer, dancing com-
menced and together with songs, glees
and pieces which were performed,
the amusements were continued until

ut 12 PM. 
“The Choir then went about the 
t singing Christmas Songs which
enaded the Town most beautifully.
They then returned to the school

house and partook of some 
refreshments, and received some
instructions and danced again
until daylight. The house was
most beautifully decorated with
evergreens interspersed with

artificial flowers, and a number of 
pictures hung around the room.”
Henry Lunt’s journal provides the

lowing description for Christmas 
y, 1852: “Fine pleasant day -- very
rp frost, Meeting at one o’clock PM.
I spoke some little on the birthday 

of Christ and the life he led, and 
how he came to redeem the 
world, followed by an excellent 
and appropriate discourse by
Bishop [Philip] Smith. Myself 
and wife dined with bro and 
sister Walker and a small party. 
Had an excellent dinner of good 
Roast Beef and plumb pudding. 

“About six o’clock the
meeting house was crowded
with brethren and sisters ready
for dancing.  Myself and wife 

Christmas 1852
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attended the party, after dancing a little while 
the room became so densely crowded that it 
was impossible for to dance with any degree of 
pleasure, in consequence of which I preached a 
little and called upon others to do so. I invited the 
brethren to make a contribution of provision for to 
give to the Indians and take it to the Bishop. After 
some time preaching, the room became a little 
thin[n]ed and we commenced dancing again.”

All did not go perfectly. Lunt continues: “About 
11 o’clock Br. Adsheed interrupted the amusements 
by stamping the floor as he was dancing. I invited 
him to not make such a noise, but he continued 
worse, and I then stop[p]ed the dancing and 
reproved him severely, and he insulted me by 
saying that he should do as he liked. But I told him 
he could not do that. In a short time the meeting 
was dismissed.”

On December 25, 1852, the Deseret News in 
Salt Lake City published a letter from Henry Lunt 
which summarized recent activities in the Iron 
Mission.

“Sir: – The weather has been very severe 
for the last week; Snowfall eight inches, but is 
now nearly all disappeared, and the weather is 
becoming warm and pleasant. Our little number 
has been increased this season by some fifteen 
families.

“While Br. Blad[e]n was searching into the Blast 
Furnace about a fortnight since, he discovered a 
quantity of pure malleable iron of very superior 
quality run in a solid lump some 400 pounds 
weight. The intelligence has caused considerable 
excitement amongst the iron mongers: and the 
greatest difficulty, in my opinion, is the Ore is 
so very rich that we are not acquainted with a 
system easy and simple enough to convert it into 
Pig Metal. We have been favored with a visit from 
Br.’s Snow and Richards, and have had our souls 
refreshed with their inspired instructions.

“There has been a thorough organization for 
the manufacture of Iron under the firm of the 
Deseret Iron Company. A large sum has already 
been subscribed, and extensive contracts made, 
and the manufacture of Iron goods are certain, 
and all that is wanted is Mormon Capital: ‘Bone 
and Sinew.’”

Cedar City was off to a promising start.

1852
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obituaries
Peter Glade Jensen

Peter Glade Jensen, 84, passed 
from our loving arms into his long 
awaited, beloved two daughters’ 
arms on Saturday December 18, 
2021.

Glade was born on June 9, 1937, 
to Peter Romaine Jensen and 
Thurma Elizabeth Coates. He was 
the eldest of five children. Glade 
was taught at a very young age a 
hard work ethic. His dad owned a 
small construction business and 
so he and his brothers learned to 

use large machinery building many roads in many different 
places. Glade attended high school in Circleville where 
he played sports and danced with many girls. One girl in 
particular that caught his eye was a tall slender girl by the 
name of Marie. They loved attending dances at Purple Haze 
up Kingston Canyon, where mom said he snuck in his first 
kiss and stole her heart.

Glade married Ellen Marie Fullmer on September 18, 1958, 
in the Salt Lake City Temple. They have built a journey of 63 
years together along with five children. In their early years 
of marriage they moved around a lot following different 
construction jobs, when finally they decided to make 
Circleville their permanent home. Dad always dreamed of 
owning a large cattle ranch, although that never happened; 
he did enjoy his small herd and farm there in Piute County. 
This is where he enjoyed life most, teaching his kids to 
change sprinklers, herd cows and brand them. Dad also loved 
to hunt and camp, he spent a lot of time hunting on the 
Forchea Mountain with family and friends. He always had a 
good buck story to tell, and a good laugh on how they would 
end up making the kill.

He loved taking his family camping and so every summer 
that would be our family vacation, to spend quality time 
upon the Beaver mountain. It's been fun for us kids to spend 
our Labor Day for many years now camping and celebrating 
each wedding anniversary with mom and dad. 

After the loss of his second daughter is when dad 
seemed to slow down the most, he has spent the last 
three years taking the best of care of our dear mom. He 
has shown gentle and loving patience with her while she 
has struggled with dementia. Dad was a loving and kind 
man and made friends everywhere, we have seen this in 
the last few weeks. Each nurse and caregiver has come 
up to us and told us how much they have enjoyed taking 
care of him, how he always had a positive attitude and 
smile for them. We appreciate the staff at both Garfield 
Memorial and Cedar City Hospital for the wonderful care 
they have given our dad in his final weeks.  

Dad, we will miss you, our hearts are broken but we find 
peace in knowing you are now with your daughters and 
other family who you have missed for so long. We appreciate 
everything you have taught us in life and how you have 
shown so much love for mom and all of us kids and your 
grandkids. The memories you have made with us all are 
forever cherished. We miss you dad and love you, and this is 
never goodbye but see you later.

Glade is survived by his wife Marie of Circleville, 
Marty (Natalite) Jensen of Loa, Derrin (Allyson) Jensen 
of Circleville and Ann (Travis) Kennedy of Marysvale. His 
Brother Juel Jensen of Junction and brother in law Lerell 
Roberts of Monroe

He is proceeded in death by his parents, His Daughters 
Janice and Shana, His brothers Max and Gaylen Jensen 
and Sister Sherry Roberts, His Sister in law Marilyn Jensen, 
Brothers in law Maurice and Paul Fullmer and Bill and Eventa 
Fullmer parents in law. 

His Funeral services were held in Circleville 2nd ward 
on Monday December 27, 2021, at 1:00 with a viewing at 
11:00-12:30. The funeral home was HeartLight Affordable 
Funeral in Cedar City and floral was done by ZionSun Floral 
of Cedar City.

Gary Ray Northington
Gary R. Northington, age 71, passed away 

December 20, 2021. Gary, the oldest of 5 boys, was 
born September 7, 1950, in Brawley, CA to Arthur & 
Jewel Northington. His family moved to Parowan, 
UT in 1965. Gary met the love of his life, Esther 
Roberts, at International Bible College in San 
Antonio, TX and they were married July 4, 1969, in 
Parowan, UT. In 1970, Gary joined the United States 
Marine Corps, honorably ending his service in 1973 
with an E-5 rank. Together, Gary & Esther had 3 
children (Mike, Lisa & Brian), 7 grandchildren and 3 
great-grandchildren. Gary was preceded in death by 
his mother, 2 brothers and lastly his father.

At age 15, Gary gave his heart to Jesus Christ and never looked back. 
He had a heart of gold, believing that there is good in all people and that 
everyone deserves a chance. He served as a Pastor at several different 
churches throughout his lifetime, lastly pastoring at Faith For Life Church 
in Beaver, UT. Gary ministered about Jesus daily to thousands of people on 
social media and will be remembered there for his daily gems about God's 
word and the declaration of who Jesus is. Gary adored his grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren and desired to see every one of them come into the 
fullness of who God has called them to be. He will be greatly missed.

Funeral services will be held at Grace Christian Church on Monday, 
January 3, 2022, at 1:00 pm. A viewing will be held prior to the service from 
12:00-12:45pm at the Church, with a meal and graveside services to follow 
after the funeral. Arrangements are being handled under the direction 
of Southern Utah Mortuary. Online Condolences can be sent to www.
mortuary.org.  

Jay Jones

rated my “gingerbread house” 
well past daylight hours as he 
done for so many Christmases. 
It truly made my heart merry.

So yeah, an award for 
outside Christmas light décor 

is kind of a big deal for this girl 
from “dog town.”  However, the 
truth of the matter is that I 
would give anything to be back 
on 2nd East hanging lights 
with my Pops (he celebrates 81 
this April), and climbing into 
that 1972 Ford Squire station 
wagon with all nine of us again, 
would be the best gift of all.

In the words of the Grinch 
who stole Christmas, “Maybe 
Christmas doesn’t come from 
a store. Maybe Christmas, 
perhaps means a little bit 
more.” Maybe Christmas is not 
about the lights or awards, 
maybe Christmas is the stories, 
the traditions—the treasured 
memories.

treasures
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Arthur D. Northington
Arthur D Northington, age 92, passed away 

peacefully at his home on December 20th, 2021, 
in Parowan Utah. Art was born December 24th, 
1928, in Hollis Oklahoma to Drew and Fairy Mae 
Northington. He was the youngest of 11 children 9 
boys and 2 girls. He married Jewel Dean Ramsey 
and moved to Brawley California where they had 
their five boys. Gary, Terry, Donny, Dale and Lyndel.

He moved his family to Parowan around 1965. 
He was a loving husband, father and grandfather. 
He worked as an auto mechanic for the Ford 
dealership in Cedar City until he retired. He freely 
gave of his time and talents by working on cars for 

family, friends and those he just met and needed his help. He strived each 
day to serve his Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Art was a faithful member of 
the Grace Christian Church in Parowan. He was a great example to those who 
knew him of always showing kindness and giving service to those in need.

He was preceded in death by his wife Jewel Dean Northington, and 
three of his sons. Gary Ray Northington, Terry Jay Northington and Dale Lee 
Northington.

Funeral services will be held at Grace Christian Church on Monday, 
January 3, 2022, at 1:00 pm. A viewing will be held prior to the service from 
12:00-12:45pm at the Church, with a meal and graveside services to follow 
after the funeral. Arrangements are being handled under the direction 
of Southern Utah Mortuary. Online Condolences can be sent to www.
mortuary.org.

Alfred Manuel Banford Yeager
Alfred (Al) Manuel Banford Yeager passed away 

on December 6, 2021, in Cedar City, Utah. He was 
born on January 5, 1936, in San Jose, CA to Everett 
Yeager and Mildred (Quadro) Scarito. He married 
his soul mate, Jacqueline (Dilling) in August 1958.

Al was raised on a ranch in Santa Jose, CA. on 
Mt. Hamilton, where his lifelong love of animals 
began. Al served his country in the Marine Corps 
during the Korean War time, “Once a Marine, 
always a Marine”. Al was a devoted husband of 
56-plus years, until the death of his beloved wife 
Jackie, in 2015. Al was a self-employed heavy 
equipment mechanic and was also an expert 

welder. Al was a “jack-of-all-trades” and there was nothing he couldn’t or 
wouldn’t fix, build or accomplish.

Al is survived by his four children, September Lutterman of Cedar City, 
Utah, April Ellis of San Jacinto, CA., Kristi Yeager of Torrance, CA. and Kirk 
Yeager of San Bernardino, CA.; seven grandchildren; fifteen great-grandchil-
dren; sisters Shirley Shaw and Pauline DeMello; brother Clyde Yeager. He was 
preceded in death by his wife Jacqueline and his parents.

In-lieu of flowers, donations can be made to dementiasociety.org or 
semperfifund.org.

Memorial service will be held Wednesday, January 5, 2022, at 11 a.m. 
at Southern Utah Mortuary (190 North 300 West, Cedar City, UT) Online 
condolences can be made at www.mortuary.org. Additionally, there will be 
a link on the obituary at www.mortuary.org to view the memorial services 
virtually, the day of the service.

Another 
historical marker 
near the hospital 
symbolizes the first 
Cedar Encampment.




