Henry Lunt Letter
27 June 1852 (Henry Lunt Letter, Iron County, Local Correspondence, Coal Creek, Fire Brick, Road in Kanyon, Flood Water Washing out Ditches)
Interesting From Iron Co., June 27, 1852
Editor of the News:
Sir:  We have been very busy engaged in preparing to make iron for the last month.  Considerable work has been done.  The fire brick for the furnace are ready for laying up, and prove to be of the very best quality.  The timber which we needed for the framing of the machinery, we hauled from a kanyon 5 miles south of Coal Creek, where there is abundance of beautiful pine timber, and any quantity of poles for fencing.  A few hands went with teams and worked the road one day, and hauled loads back to the iron works the following day.  There is a good, extensive blacksmith’s shop erected and the iron work for the machinery is progressing rapidly.  It requires a deal of iron for the works, which we principally obtain off our wagons; take the tire off, and lay the wood work one side until we can replace the Iron from the Works.  Our faith is, that in a very few weeks we shall see iron of our own manufacture.
A number of the brethren from Parowan and this place have been working out their taxes in making a road up Coal creek kanyon, during the past week.
The road is made within one mile of the coal, the distance from the Iron Works to the coal is supposed to be about 8 miles.  The coal that was discovered in the mountain east of the Fort during the time bro. Brigham was here, has been examined and proves to be of no benefit.
The water ditch that supplies the upper part of our field has been very troublesome, owning to it washing in some places so tremendously, and again filing, other places up with sand that it washed over, a great amount of labor has been spent over it, and it is now much better.
The crops in general look first rate.  I have a piece of barley nearly ready to harvest.
The following persons are leaving this place contrary to counsel: Daniel and Alexander Ross, Evan Evans and family:  The first name only belongs to the church.
There is a good spirit in our mist; no sickness, and at peace with the Lamanites.
Yours in the gospel covenant, Henry Lunt
(Source: Henry Lunt to the Editor of the News, Dn, 24 Jul 1852, 3.)
